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Joseph L. (Joe) Barnes is a retired Navy Master Chief and serves as the Fleet Reserve 

Association’s (FRA’s) National Executive Director.  He is a member of FRA’s National Board 

of Directors, chairs the Association’s National Committee on Legislative Service, and is 

responsible for managing the organization’s National Headquarters in Alexandria, VA.  In 

addition, he is president of the newly established FRA Education Foundation which oversees the 

Association’s scholarship program that presents awards totaling nearly $100,000 to deserving 

students each year.    

 

Barnes joined FRA’s National Headquarters team in 1993 and prior to assuming his current 

position in 2002, he served as FRA’s Director of Legislative Programs.  During his tenure, the 

Association realized significant legislative gains, and was recognized with a certificate award for 

excellence in government relations from the American Society of Association Executives 

(ASAE).  

 

In addition to his FRA duties, Barnes is Co-Chairman of the Military Coalition (TMC) and co-

chairs TMC’s Personnel, Compensation and Commissaries Committee.   He is also a member of 

the Defense Commissary Agency’s Patron Council and an ex-officio member of the U.S. Navy 

Memorial Foundation’s Board of Directors.  

   

He received the U.S. Coast Guard’s Meritorious Public Service Award and was appointed an 

Honorary Member of the U.S. Coast Guard by then Commandant of the Coast Guard Adm. 

James Loy, and former Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard Vince Patton.   

 

While on active duty, he was the public affairs director for the U.S. Navy Band in Washington, 

DC, and directed marketing and promotional efforts for national tours, network radio and 

television appearances, and major special events in the nation’s capital. His awards include the 

Defense Meritorious Service and Navy Commendation Medals.  

 

Barnes holds a bachelor’s degree in education and a master’s degree in public relations 

management from The American University, Washington, DC.  He earned the Certified 

Association Executive (CAE) designation from ASAE in 2003 and is an accredited member of 

the International Association of Business Communicators (IABC).  

 


